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Kate’s Kitchen, 
food pantry 
remain open 


Providence Ministries’ 
community services are 
still open amid the corona- 
virus pandemic, Executive 
Director Shannon Rudder 
announced this week. 

Kate’s Community 
Kitchen will provide warm, 
nutritious take-out meals, 
though dining room ser- 
vices will be suspended 
until further notice. Meals 
are available noon to 2 p.m. 
in the parking lot at 56 
Cabot St., Holyoke. 





HCC Is open, but 
encouraging 
remote learning 


Holyoke Community 
College’s campus was 
closed Monday and 
Tuesday for an extensive 
cleaning and disinfecting 
of all buildings, but the col- 
lege planned to reopen by 
the end of this week with 
limited in-person services. 

Classes were on spring 
break this week. In-person 
classes have been sus- 
pended next week, March 
23-27, though online class- 
es will be held. 





Medical Center 
wants to build 
behavioral unit 


Holyoke Medical 
Center is proposing a new 
behavioral health hospital 
on its campus on Beech 
Street. 

Planning for the pro- 
posal has taken approx- 
imately a year. In 


September 2019, Holyoke 
Medical Center partnered 
with Signet Health Corp. 
for management and con- 
sulting help in delivering 
behavioral health services. 














School lunch program 
continues, though 
classes are canceled 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


espite the coronavirus 
closure, there have been 
a few students going to 


school in Holyoke over the past 
week. 

They aren’t there for an 
education, however, and they 
don’t even make it into the 
building. They are there to 
pick up breakfast and lunch — 
meals that many Holyoke chil- 
dren depend on the schools to 
provide on class days. Thanks 
to school administrators and 
Sodexo Food Services, that ser- 
vice has continued uninterrupt- 
ed. 

“Monday was our first 
day and we expect to contin- 
ue through the duration of the 
closure, however long that is,” 
said Receiver-Superintendent 
Stephen Zrike. “We expect 
numbers to be higher as this 
break extends.” 

For the past week, 
Holyoke families with school- 
aged children have been able 
to stop by the front door of any 
one of five school buildings to 
receive a free “grab and go” 
bag with breakfast and lunch 
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Food for thought 





From left, Jeremiah Cousineau, Isaiah Maloon, Dominic Maloon and Navini Hernandez ates at Lawrence 
School on March 18 for a grab-and-go lunch. Photo by Shelby Macri 


items. Families can pick up 
one bag per school-age child. 
It does not matter if the child 
qualifies for free or reduced 
lunch, or attends public or pri- 
vate school. Families can go to 
whatever school is most conve- 
nient. 

Starting Monday, March 
23, the program will be extend- 
ed to a sixth school, though 
the hours will be curtailed 


to 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
six meal sites are Donahue, 
Kelly, Lawrence, Morgan and 
Sullivan schools, and Holyoke 
High School, North Campus. 
“We want to make sure 
that all families and students 
are able to get access to this 
service,” said Judy Taylor, 
the schools’ director of com- 
munications. “We’re adding 
the Morgan School as a site 


because the students that live 
in lower Holyoke, to walk to 
the closest site is kind of far for 
them.” 

Each site has a school 
administrator present with the 
food service workers. Taylor 
said the grab-and-go service 
is similar to a program the 
schools provide in the sum- 


See LUNCHES, page 16 





Coronavirus closes City Hall 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


City officials have been 
“working nonstop” to keep 
residents safe from the coro- 
navirus, and as of Monday, 
they’ve had the building to 
themselves. 

Mayor Alex Morse 
announced last week that 
City Hall and the City Hall 
Annex, along with most other 
non-emergency city facili- 
ties, would be closed to pub- 
lic access as long as the con- 
tagious disease Covid-19 is 
considered a threat to public 
health. 

“Our priority right now is 
[to] slow down the spread of 
the coronavirus in our com- 
munity in any way possible,” 
Morse said at a March 13 
press conference. 

On March 12, he declared 
Holyoke to be in an official 
state of emergency. 

Residents with business 
at City Hall are asked to call 
or email the relevant depart- 
ment first, or take advantage 
of online services at www. 
holyoke.org. If the depart- 
ment staff determine that the 
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Mayor Alex Morse talks about Holyoke’s response to the coronavirus 
at a press conference March 13. Photo by Michael Ballway 


request cannot be handled by 
telephone or email, the resi- 
dent may be able to visit the 
office by appointment only. 
Though Holyoke was one 
of the first cities in the region 
to bar public access from its 


city hall, others have followed 
suit as the state government 
revises its guidelines for 
“social distancing.” 


of the city of Holyoke to act 


“It is in the best interest 





See CITY HALL, page 3 


School 
aid hiked 


Forum thinks of ways 
to spend $27M increase 


By Michael Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


“Can you imagine what we 
can do with $27 million?” asked 
Anthony Soto. 

Yes, a group of school 
administrators and parents can 
imagine it. They can imagine a 
stack of sticky notes’ worth of 
new programs, teacher incentives 
and curriculums they’d like to see 
at Holyoke’s public schools. 

They shared some of those 
ideas at a public forum March 3 
at the Holyoke Public Library, 
after hearing a presentation on 
the Student Opportunity Act, a 
recent amendment to the Chapter 
70 state education aid formu- 
la. The new formula includes a 
seven-year, $1.5 billion to $2.2 
billion addition to the state’s 
support of local education, with 
most of the new funds earmarked 


See BUDGET, page 8 


In The News 


Coronavirus impact felt statewide 


By Elise Linscott 
éelinscott@turley.com 


All public and private schools will 
be closed for at least three weeks, restau- 
rants will be limited to delivery or take- 
out only for a month and gatherings of 
over 25 people will be banned, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced last Sunday. 

On Monday, Baker also announced 
a $10 million recovery loan fund to help 
small businesses affected by the coro- 
navirus pandemic, the Associated Press 
reported. 

For 80 percent of the population, the 
coronavirus feels like the flu and doesn’t 
lead to hospitalization, Baker said in a 
press conference Sunday. 

“The reason we’re taking this so 
seriously is because it is incredibly con- 
tagious,” Baker said. “It’s more conta- 
gious than the seasonal flu.” 

On Monday, state health officials 
reported there were 197 confirmed cases 
of Covid-19 in Massachusetts, up from 
164 on Sunday, and 14 hospitalizations, 
according to the Boston Herald. As of 
Monday night, there were 181,377 cases 
worldwide and 7,119 deaths, according 
to a map by Johns Hopkins University. 
Most of the deaths were in China, Italy, 
Iran and Spain. 

If we “take decisive steps now and 
everyone plays their part by following 
the best medical guidance, we can slow 
down the spread, and our healthcare sys- 
tem can be better positioned to care for 
the people who need it,” Baker said. 

The statewide order banning gath- 
erings of 25 or more people applies to 


spaces like churches, gyms, concerts 
and offices and is in effect until April 
5. Baker said there are no shelter-in- 
place orders. The state has also tempo- 
rarily suspended certain provisions of 
open meeting laws in order to allow town 
boards and commissions to meet via 
phone or Internet, which still allow real- 
time public access. 

Dine-in service at restaurants 
has also been banned, though as of 
Wednesday eateries were still allowed 
to prepare and serve food for pickup or 
delivery. As of Wednesday, there were no 
other statewide restrictions on business- 
es, but the city of Holyoke announced 
Tuesday that it was closing the all shops 
at the Holyoke Mall that can be reached 
only by internal corridors. Shops with 
outside entrances would still be allowed 
to open. 


Social distancing 

To halt the spread of the pandemic, 
doctors are urging people to maintain 
a physical distance of 6 feet from each 
other whenever possible. Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief of infectious diseases at 
Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, 
said he “can’t stress enough the impor- 
tance of social distancing.” 

“Maintaining a distance, especially 
from someone who is sick and is cough- 
ing and sneezing, is important because 
when that person coughs or sneezes, 
they spray small liquid droplets from 
their nose or mouth which may contain 
the Covid-19 virus or any other virus. 
If you are too close to them, then you 
can breathe in the droplets and become 
infected. Equally important is the fact 


Coronavirus pandemic closes YMCA 


The Greater Holyoke YMCA closed 
Monday, March 16, “in the best inter- 
est of our members and staff’ as public 
health officials warned of the risk posed 
by the coronavirus and Covid-19 disease. 

Kathy Viens, CEO of the local Y, 
said in a statement that the organiza- 
tion is following the guidance of the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 


that you could be infectious, yet have no 
symptoms, and spread the disease to oth- 
ers,’ said Paez. 

According to the CDC, older people 
are twice as likely to have serious illness 
from the novel coronavirus. They are 
advising people over 60 with underly- 
ing health problems to “stay at home as 
much as possible.” That means avoid- 
ing air travel, going to movie theaters, 
attending family events, and shopping at 
crowded malls, for example. 

“What we know from researchers is 
that the fatality rate is likely to be higher 
among older adults,’ Paez commented. 
“AS we age, our immune system weak- 
ens in its ability to fight off viruses and 
infections. Also, chronic health condi- 
tions such as heart disease, diabetes, pul- 
monary disease and others make it hard- 
er for their already weakened bodies to 
cope with the additional strain placed on 
them by Covid-19.” 

You might even want to keep a 
social distance from your doctor’s office, 
said Paez. To avoid exposing healthy 
people to infection, the doctor may ask 
patients coming in for a routine checkup 
to delay their visit until the virus is under 
control. Patients should call their doc- 
tors before keeping an appointment, Paez 
advised. 

Social distancing also means recon- 
sidering how we greet one another in 
social situations. 

“The handshake is out, at least for 
now,” he said. “Many people over the 
years have already become more accus- 
tomed to saying, ‘I’m not shaking hands 
because I have a cold.’ But we have to 
take that one step further and not shake 


anyone’s hand, even if you’re healthy. 
Handshaking results in transferring 
viruses and bacteria from one person to 
another, and that means the new corona- 
virus.” 

He suggested that people greeting 
each other should use a bow, a wave or 
an elbow bump. 

“We all need to do our part to help 
prevent the spread of this deadly virus,” 
Paez said. “The time to take action is 
now, before it 1s too late, when as a coun- 
try many are only now coming to the 
realization that social distancing is the 
only way to stop the community spread 
of coronavirus Covid-19.” 

For more information, visit baystate- 
health.org/covid19. 


Change elections 

The pandemic is also having an 
impact on the presidential primaries. On 
Monday night, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
said he would postpone Ohio’s presi- 
dential primary by declaring a public 
health emergency. Georgia, Kentucky 
and Louisiana have also postponed their 
primary elections. 

Massachusetts held its presidential 
primary on March 3, but several munic- 
ipal elections are planned for later this 
spring. Additionally, as of Wednesday, 
Massachusetts had not postponed the 
handful of special legislative elections 
— including a contested race for state 
Senator in Holyoke and 10 other commu- 
nities in Hampden and Hampshire coun- 
ties — scheduled for March 31. 


Staff writer Michael Ballway con- 
tributed to this report. 


Hibernian breakfast refunds available 


Health, the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and local health departments. 
The Y at 171 Pine St., Holyoke, employs 
almost 150 staff and serves more than 
3,000 members. 

Viens asked members to keep their 
membership active, and promised to 
share updates on plans to reopen the 
facility as soon as they are available. 





Several St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
events were canceled late last week, 
after The Holyoke Sun’s deadline, 
including the annual Ancient Order of 
Hibernians Communion Breakfast. 

The breakfast, which was slated 
for March 15, will be rescheduled for 
a later date, the Hibernians announced. 
The new date has not yet been set. The 
Communion Breakfast honors the recip- 
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1ent of the Hibernians’ Christian Charity 
Award, which this year was Sister Joan 
Magnani, SSJ, of Jericho, the Bureau 
for Exceptional Children and Adults. 

Those holding tickets to the break- 
fast can receive a refund of the purchase 
price by contacting Fran Hennessey at 
413-785-5687. Hennessey may also be 
called for more information about the 
event. 
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ABOVE: The Sneaker Peek event 
took place in the gymnasium 
of the YMCA on Pine Street in 
Holyoke. More photos and | 
a story were printed in last |} 
week’s edition of The Holyoke 
Sun. 


Y PARTY 


From left, Mayor Alex Morse, 
YMCA Board Member Maureen 
Ross 0’Connell and YMCA 

of Greater Holyoke CEO 

Kathy Viens pose for a photo 
at the YMCA’s Sneaker Peek 
fundraiser on March 7. 


Photos by Shelby Macri 








H OSP, | TAL, from page 1 


The current inpatient behavioral 
health unit at Holyoke Medical Center 
has a capacity of 20 beds. The proposed 
new facility would have approximately 
100 beds, including moving the 20 exist- 
ing beds currently on the fifth floor of 
the main hospital building. It is designed 
to provide best-in-class care in a pur- 
pose-built facility specifically tailored to 
the needs of behavioral health patients 
with all modern requirements, including 
secure outdoor space. 

The hospital has hired Leo Brown 
Group, a full-service healthcare real 
estate development and solutions compa- 
ny, to design and build the facility on the 
hospital’s existing campus. The hospital 


will continue to work with Signet Health 
for management services within the pro- 
posed facility. 

The project requires approval from 
local and state boards to move forward. 

“Holyoke Medical Center is eager 
to have conversations at the state level 
to expand the much-needed behav- 
ioral health bed capacity in Western 
Massachusetts. This proposal is fully in 
line with the commonwealth’s goal to 
increase investment in behavioral health 
services,” said Spiros Hatiras, president 
and CEO of Holyoke Medical Center and 
Valley Health Systems. 

It is estimated that, once approved, 
the new facility will take 18 months to 
complete and become operational. 





H C C, from page 1 


According to a statement by HCC 
President Christina Royal, the college 
will undertake “efforts to accomplish 
remote work, teaching, and learning 
opportunities for the foreseeable future, 
in accordance with Gov. [Charlie] 
Baker’s recommendations for higher 
education. ... [and] the social distanc- 
ing recommendations of the CDC and 
MDPH, in order to ensure the health and 
safety of our students, employees, and 
communities.” 

Royal said HCC planned to staff 
three-quarters of its operations with 
remote workers this week, with the goal 
of “all possible offices” allowing their 
employees to work remotely by Monday, 
March 23. The goal is to reduce the num- 
ber of people who must be physically 
present on the Homestead Avenue cam- 
pus, while ensuring that all students have 
access to the resources they need. 

At a press conference last week, 
Royal explained that it’s more difficult 
for a community college to shut down its 
campus than it is for some of the larger, 
four-year colleges that have done so in 
response to the threat of coronavirus. 

Many HCC students depend upon 
campus resources for their access to the 
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Internet, she said, or they may rely on the 
food court for their meals. Some HCC 
students are homeless. 

In a statement this week, Royal 
noted that moving classes and other ser- 
vices online may not fit every department 
and academic discipline, but she encour- 
aged each department to “think creative- 
ly” about how it can limit the need for 
students and professors, staff and clients 
to be physically present. 

“Postponing or canceling gatherings 
— and considering how we might deliver 
our courses and services in other ways — 
has taken nearly every waking moment 
of these past weeks,’ Royal said. “This 
is a rapidly changing situation, and HCC 
will continue to provide regular updates 
to our community. We ask everyone to 
please check College Messages at hcc. 
edu/coronavirus, where you will also find 
new FAQs and important information. 
Additionally, if you have any questions 
regarding the current situation, please 
send them to coronavirus@hcc.edu. We 
will do our best to answer quickly.” 

She said last week that the college’s 
response to the coronavirus will end up 
costing “millions of dollars.” 


Staff writer Michael Ballway con- 
tributed to this report. 


Inthe News « 


State Rep. Vega supports 
transportation tax bill 


BOSTON — In one of their last 
acts before precautions against the 
coronavirus led to the suspension of 
formal sessions and the eventual closure 
of the State House to the public, state 
Rep. Aaron Vega, D-Holyoke, along 
with his colleagues in the House of 
Representatives, passed legislation to 
invest up to $600 million annually in 
transportation. 

The House plan is expected to raise 
$522 million to $612 million through 
tax increases on gasoline and diesel 
fuel, as well as an increase in the cor- 
porate minimum tax. The proposal now 
goes to the state Senate. 

Gas and diesel taxes would rise 5 
and 9 cents per gallon, respectively. 
The corporate minimum tax would rise 
for the first time in more than 30 years. 
Small businesses with less than $1 
million in annual Massachusetts sales 
would see no change in their tax rates. 
Businesses with Massachusetts annual 
sales above $1 million would pay fees 
according to an eight-tier scale. The 
maximum annual fee of $150,000 is for 
companies with annual Massachusetts 
sales of $1 billion or more. 

“Making sure any revenue bill 


looked at equitable ways to raise funds 
by including corporations as well as 
individuals was a priority of mine as we 
took up this bill,’ said Vega. “I believe 
this bill represents that priority and 
provides a road map to improving our 
transportation system statewide, includ- 
ing our regional transit authorities such 
as the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority.” 

Under the bill, transportation net- 
work company fees would increase 
in a tiered structure to incentivize 
shared rides. Shared rides fees will 
not increase, but fees would be higher 
for non-shared and luxury rides. The 
bill updates a TNC out-of-state driv- 
er excise tax provision and sets TNC 
data collection and reporting require- 
ments. The bill also eliminates a sales 
tax exemption that currently allows car 
rental companies to purchase fleet vehi- 
cles without paying sales or use taxes. 

The House plan will spend the 
increased revenue on the statewide 
transportation system. The system faces 
increased congestion, ongoing unreli- 
ability and safety concerns, while cit- 
ies and towns across the state report 
increased transportation infrastructure 
needs. 


Local hospitals restricting visitors 


Holyoke and Baystate hospitals 
have both implemented a “no visitors” 
policy in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Since March 10, Holyoke Medical 
Center on Beech Street has been exclud- 
ing visitors in all of its inpatient and out- 
patient facilities, with the exceptions of: 

e One parent to accompany minor 
patients in the Emergency Department. 

e One adult visitor in the waiting 
room for any adult patients. 

¢ One birthing partner for women in 
labor in the Maternity Unit. 

In special circumstances, the hos- 
pital may make other exceptions, such 
as allowing access by a medical guard- 
ian or decision-maker, or in the case of 
an end-of-life patient. Apart from these 
exceptions, no visitors are being allowed 
in the treatment areas of the Emergency 
Department. 

“We have an obligation to minimize 
the risk to our patients and to our staff,’ 
said Spiros Hatiras, president and CEO 
of Holyoke Medical Center. “Hospitals 
around the nation are experiencing staff 
shortages when staff is exposed to con- 
firmed cases of Covid-19 infection. 
After great deliberation, we feel it is 
vitally important to protect our patients 


and our workforce so that they can be 
ready and available to provide care to 
our community. We understand this is 
not easy for our patients, their families 
and their loved ones, but we also know 
that we are expected to take whatever 
steps are necessary to reduce the risk to 
all.” 

For more information, visit holy- 
okehealth.com. 

Baystate tightened its policy on 
March 18, affecting Baystate Medical 
Center and Baystate Children’s Hospital 
in Springfield, and Baystate Noble 
Hospital in Westfield, among others in 
its network. Exceptions may be made at 
the discretion of Baystate Health for: 

e One parent or guardian for a 
patient under the age of 18. 

e One birthing partner for a woman 
in labor. 

e One person at a time for a hospice 
or end-of-life patient. 

e One clergy member for an end-of- 
life patient. 

e One caretaker for a completely 
depending patient. 

Those meeting exceptions will be 
screened prior to visitation. 

For more information, visit bay- 
statehealth.org/covid19. 





Fi 0 OD PAN TR A from page 1 


Margaret’s Pantry will continue 
to welcome those in need of supple- 
mental groceries to enjoy. This includes 
both monthly guests along with any- 
one impacted by loss of work or sim- 
ply realizing greater need at this time. 
Pantry clients should make an appoint- 
ment by calling Brenda at 413-536- 
9109, ext. 119. The pantry is also at 56 
Cabot St., Holyoke. 

St. Jude’s Clothing Center will be 
closed until further notice, and food- 
Works culinary training program will 
suspend current classes until further 
notice. The April 1 graduation will be 
rescheduled. 

Providence is working to ensure its 
single room occupancy recovery hous- 
ing spaces maintain cleanliness and 


overall health, though it is difficult to 
ensure a true quarantine due to shared 
spaces, such as bathrooms and kitchens. 
At Loreto House, residents will suspend 
weekend passes and all planned work- 
shops, and no members of the general 
public will be allowed entrance; a daily 
temperature check has been institut- 
ed, and any resident presenting symp- 
toms and fever will be sent to the hos- 
pital or a primary care provider. At both 
Broderick House and McCleary Manor, 
no outside visitor and overnight guests 
are permitted. No new residents will be 
admitted to any of these houses during 
this time. Each home has adequate 
cleaning products and hand soaps. 
Volunteers are asked to exercise caution 
and use their best judgment to continue 
in their service. Providence Ministries 
is happy to continue to ensure support 
for its community and neighbors. 


The Sun is on Facebook! www.Facebook.com/HolyokeSun 
"Like" us to receive updates on local happenings, breaking news and photos. 
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John Cain ¢ R-Southwick 


John Cain, 31, is 
the owner of Cain’s 
Mechanical Inc. of 
Agawam. He lives 
in Southwick with 
his wife Mikenzie 
Cain and daugh- 
ter Colleen Cain. 
He is a volunteer 
firefighter with 
the Southwick Fire 
Department and received an 
honorable discharge as a lieu- 
tenant in the U.S. Navy in 
September 2019. 


1. What legislation would 
you advocate in your first year 
that will add jobs or improve 
the economy in our section of 
Western Massachusetts ? 


I will advocate for legis- 
lation that is currently being 
worked on (H. 4529) that will 
expand access to skilled trade 
education for both high school 
students and adults. This legis- 
lation looks to utilize technical 
high school infrastructure to 
educate students during nor- 
mal school hours and outside 
of school hours, adults and 
other students. This is a fiscal- 
ly conservative way of expand- 
ing education access to a large 
group while keeping cap- 
ital and operating costs low. 
There is a major skills gap in 





the U.S. which lim- 
its business and per- 
sonal growth oppor- 
tunities. In Western 
Massachusetts there 
are many unfilled 
skilled trade posi- 
tions, ranging from 
highway construc- 
tion to aerospace 
manufacturing. 

In addition, the Health 
Care Choice Bill currently 
being drafted by the Senate 
will improve transparency in 
health care, in turn reducing 
costs. In summary, it allows 
consumers more choices and 
current information regarding 
their healthcare and benefits. 


2. What role do state 
and local governments have 
to play in immigration poli- 
cy or enforcement? Would you 
push for a change in state law 
on this topic, and if so, what 
would you change ? 


Federal legislation dic- 
tates the laws regarding immi- 
gration policy, therefore state 
and local governments should 
have no role in the policy. In 
regards to enforcement, state 
and local governments have an 
obligation to enforce the laws 


See CAIN, page 7 


Voters Guide: 
State Senate 


Residents of Holyoke are 
scheduled to go to the polls 
Tuesday, March 31, to select a new 
state senator to serve the remaining 
nine months of former state Sen. 
Donald Humason Jr.’s term. 

Humason, a Republican from 
Westfield, resigned in January after 
being elected mayor of that city. He 
had represented the 11 communities 
of the district since 2013. 

Two candidates were nominat- 
ed at the March 3 primary election, 
state Rep. John Velis, a Democrat 
from Westfield, and business owner 
John Cain, a Republican from 
Southwick. As a service to voters, 
The Holyoke Sun invited both can- 
didates to respond to the same five 
questions. Their responses, in their 
own words up to a limit of 150, are 
printed on this page. 

The winner of this spring’s 
election will be eligible to take 
office immediately, and will serve 
until the end of the year. The posi- 
tion will be up for election again, 
for a full two-year term, at the state 
election this November. 

As of this week, the election 
was still slated to be held on sched- 
ule, despite the cancellation of many 
government meetings and services 
in an effort to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus. Pick up next week’s 
edition of The Holyoke Sun for the 
latest information on the election. 


John Velis « D-Westtfield 


John Velis, 
41, is the elected 
state representative 
for Westfield. He 
lives in Westfield. 
In addition to his 
service on Beacon 
Hill, he is also a 
veteran and a major 
in the U.S. Army 
Reserves. 


Il. What legislation 
would you advocate in your 
first year that will add jobs 
or improve the economy 
in our section of Western 
Massachusetts ? 


We have jobs available 
here in Western Massachusetts 
through our thriving manufac- 
turing, health care, and infor- 
mation technology industries. 
The legislation we need to 
advocate for must protect and 
expand these job industries, 
while also providing the req- 
uisite training programs at all 
levels to fill these jobs. 

Westfield Tech current- 
ly does a great job of this; 
we must take what they’ve 
accomplished and expand 
it to our other communities. 
We should look into other 
programs, as well, such as 
apprenticeship tax cred- 
its to help make the appren- 





tice-business rela- 
tionship a win-win 
for everyone. 


2. What role do 
state and local gov- 
ernments have to 
play in immigration 
policy or enforce- 
ment? Would you 
push for a change in 
state law on this topic, and if 
so, what would you change ? 


The first thing I learned 
in my immigration law class 
in law school is that immi- 
gration is a federal issue; 
state and local government 
have very little input. There 
are plenty of examples of the 
Supreme Court overruling 
states laws relating to immi- 
gration. However, the issue 
has been left at our doorstep 
due to the partisan bickering 
at the federal level that leads 
to nothing getting done. 

As the current vice chair 
of the Veterans and Federal 
Affairs Committee, I would 
push for the passage of the 
bill that demands the U.S. 
lawmakers do the job they 
were elected to do. 

My papau (“grandfather’ 
in Greek) came over from 


See VELIS, page 7 
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quickly,” said city Health Director Sean 
Gonsalves during the March 13 press 
conference. 

Morse said city workers will still be 
paid, even if their offices close. 

“We are evaluating a work-from- 
home policy,” he said last week. 
Additionally, for those who show symp- 
toms of Covid-19, “not a single employ- 
ee will have to use a sick day or a per- 
sonal day.” 


Closed meetings 

Morse ordered that city boards and 
commissions meet only if absolutely nec- 
essary. Both the City Council and School 
Committee canceled meetings scheduled 
for March 16. Council President Todd 
McGee announced that the council and 
its subcommittees would cancel all of 
their meetings until further notice. 

Gov. Charlie Baker has authorized 
local boards to circumvent the state’s 
Open Meeting Law and bar members 
of the public from attending meetings, 
as long as there is some other means of 
access, such as a phone conference line 
for public comment or streaming video 
of the meeting. 


Public schools 

Schools have been closed all week. 
Initially, Holyoke, like most area school 
districts, announced it would be closed 
until March 27, but last week the gov- 
ernor said the soonest any schools in 
Massachusetts could reopen is April 6. 
That date is subject to change as state 
officials assess the progress of efforts to 
fight the coronavirus. 

“Classrooms and buses create con- 
ditions in which it is difficult to create 
social distancing,” noted Gonsalves. 

In the meantime, Holyoke teachers 
provided students with a week’s worth of 
learning materials on March 13, and will 
contact them to provide more optional 
work to do while school is out of ses- 
sion. The schools are also offering free 
“srab and go” meals to any Holyoke res- 
ident of school age, weekdays from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The boxed meals can 
be picked up at any one of six schools. 
Families are free to choose whichever 
site is most convenient, regardless of 
which schools their children attend. 
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¢ Donahue School, 210 Whiting 
Farms Road. 

¢ Holyoke High School, North 
Campus, 500 Beech St. 

¢ Kelly School, 216 West St. 

¢e Lawrence School, 156 Cabot St. 

¢ Morgan School, 596 S. Bridge St. 

¢ Sullivan School, 400 Jarvis Ave. 

At last Friday’s press conference, 
Receiver-Superintendent Steven Zrike 
said the state has granted school districts 
a waiver from the usual 180-day require- 
ment, allowing the school year to end 
Tuesday, June 23 — the final date on the 
school calendar, including five “snow 
days” — without having to make up the 
rest of the dates that students will miss 
because of the coronavirus. 

Zrike said the School Department 
will use its all-call telephone system to 
notify parents of any changes in plans. 


Trash collection 
Trash and recycling pickups will 
continue as usual, Morse said. 


Library 

The Holyoke Public Library did not 
open Monday, March 16, and will remain 
closed “until further notice.” Any items 
checked out will have their due dates 
changed to May 1, and overdue fines 
will be waived when the library reopens. 
Borrowers who wish to return items can 
use the outside book drops at any time. 

The library has canceled all events 
through the first couple weeks of April. 
The annual Mini Golf and Games slat- 
ed for April 4 has been rescheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 26. 

For more information, and for online 
resources that will remain active while 
the library building is closed, visit www. 
holyokelibrary.org. 


Senior Center 

The Senior Center announced this 
week that it would close until further 
notice, beginning Thursday, March 19. 

All Senior Center services are sus- 
pended, including the “to-go” meals pro- 
gram. Those who depended on meals 
at the Senior Center are encouraged to 
contact WestMass ElderCare, at 413-538- 
9020, to sign up for the Meals on Wheels 
program. 

Seniors in need of assistance during 
this time are encouraged to call 413-322- 
5625. Messages will be checked, and 
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his City Hall office with Receiver-Superintendent Stephen Zrike, Holyoke Community College 
President Christina Royal, city Health Director Sean Gonsalves, Police Chief Manny Febo, 
Public Nurse Deborah Schaier and Fire Chief Jeffrey Przekopowski. Photo by Michael Ballway 


a Council on Aging staff member will 
return the call as soon as possible. 

Under the previous order announced 
March 13, the Senior Center had initially 
curtailed its offerings to “essential ser- 
vices” during the first half of this week, 
staying open for social worker, finan- 
cial and health services appointments, as 
well as “to-go” meals in lieu of the usual 
lunch service. 


Gas & Electric 

Though Morse initially indicated 
that the Holyoke Gas & Electric offic- 
es would stay open to the public, the 
city-owned utility made the decision to 
close its Suffolk Street office effective 
Tuesday, March 17. Customer service is 
still available during business hours, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., by telephone (413- 
536-9300) and email. Bills can be paid 
over the phone or online at www.hged. 
com. 

The state Department of Public 
Utilities has enacted a moratorium on 
utility shutoffs for residential customers 
until further notice. 


Parks and Rec 
All sporting and community events 
have been canceled until further notice. 
Though the parks are still open, resi- 


dents are discouraged from using them. 
Community Field will not be staffed, and 
the bathrooms will not be opened. No 
permits will be issued for parks events. 

According to the state Department 
of Conservation and Recreation, most 
state parks, including Mount Tom, 
will remain open. One exception is the 
Holyoke Heritage State Park Visitor 
Center, which is closed until at least 
April 1, and the Holyoke Merry-Go- 
Round, which will be closed until at least 
April 4. 


Wistariahurst 

The city’s historical museum, 
Wistariahurst, was also covered by the 
mayor’s order, and has canceled its pub- 
lic hours and volunteer program, and 
delayed the start of its spring season of 
public events. 

As of earlier this week, museum 
staff and the city historian still planned to 
be available to answer questions by tele- 
phone and email. 

In a letter posted at wistariahurst. 
org, museum Director Kate Preissler 
noted that the historical nature of the 
building makes it difficult to thoroughly 
disinfect all surfaces or to allow a “social 
distancing” space of up to 6 feet between 
individuals. 


City orders mall 
closed, shops to 
set capacity at 10 


The Holyoke Mall at Ingleside has 
been closed since Tuesday evening, and 
can’t reopen until city officials lift their 
public health state of emergency. 

Mayor Alex Morse ordered the clo- 
sure on March 17 of any retailer “phys- 
ically connected by common ways in 
structures classified as ‘covered malls’” 
under the state building code. 

The order makes an exception for 
shops offering grocery, pharmacy, med- 
ical supplies, pet food and supplies, and 
take-out food, provided they have direct- 
ly public access to the outdoors. A retail- 
er whose only public door is to an inte- 
rior walkway of the mall would not be 
able to open. The shops had to have been 
selling these items before March 17 to 
qualify under this exemption. 

On Wednesday, the mayor amended 
the order to mandate that all retail estab- 
lishments with a permitted occupancy 
load of more than 10 shall limit their 
occupancy to no more than 10 people 
at any given time, including employees. 
Furthermore, the city is asking that retail- 
ers follow a “10-10-10 policy” for social 
distancing: 10 or fewer people on site at 
a time; a 10-minute limit for shoppers 
visiting the site; and 10 feet of separation 
between all persons within the facili- 
ty, including those waiting in line both 
inside and outside the public entrance. 

The order also “strongly encour- 
aged” retailers to limit their commercial 
activities to pickup and delivery actions 
only. 

Establishments that deal primarily in 
personal services, such as medical offic- 
es, banks and hair salons, are not consid- 
ered “retailers” for the purposes of these 
orders. 


The Holyoke Police Department 
recorded the following arrests March 
9-15. No arrests in the public log have 
been omitted. All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Monday, March 9 

Amy M. Niedbala, 33, of 18 Iris 
Court, Greenfield, was arrested at 12:50 
a.m. on Appleton Street and charged 
with driving with a suspended license. 

Arnaldo Rodriguez, 56, of 95 Maple 
St., Apt. 306, Holyoke, was arrested at 
1:16 a.m. on Appleton Street on two war- 
rants, and also charged with possession 
of a class A drug, possession of a class E 
drug, and trespassing. 

Kyra Jade Blais, 22, of 34 Gould 
Road, Ware, was arrested at 5:43 a.m. 
on Elm Street on a warrant, and also 
charged with possession of a class B 
drug. 

Jose W. Maldonado, 25, of 456 
Maple St., Apt. 2RR, Holyoke, was 
arrested at 6 p.m. on Commercial Street 
and charged with driving without a 
license and a marked lanes violation. 


Tuesday, March 10 

Anthony Hill, 37, of 17 Allyn St., 
Apt. 2, Holyoke, was arrested at 12:33 
a.m. on Beech Street and charged with 
indecent assault and battery on a child 
under 14. 

Joey Santos, 46, of 446 Appleton St., 
Apt. 5C, Holyoke, was arrested at 4:08 
a.m. on Appleton Street and charged with 
possession of a firearm without a license, 
possession of ammunition without a 
license, discharging a firearm within 500 
feet of a building, improper storage of 
a firearm, and intentionally, directly or 
indirectly, interfering with a police offi- 
cer. 

Orlando Rodriguez-Cruz, 62, of 40 


Meadow St., Apt. 101, Chicopee, was 
arrested at 7:38 p.m. on North Bridge 
Street and charged with assault with a 
dangerous weapon and driving with a 
revoked license. 


Wednesday, March 11 

Vieshaun Davis, 39, of 584 Summer 
St., Apt. 1433, Holyoke, was arrested at 
6:31 a.m. on South Canal Street on a war- 
rant. 

Aidza Michelle Echevarria, 32, home- 
less, was arrested at 2:33 p.m. on High 
Street on two warrants. 

Jonathan Ely Martinez, 40, of 535 S. 
Bridge St., Apt. 2R, Holyoke, was arrest- 
ed at 4:33 p.m. on Clemente Street on a 
warrant, and also charged with possession 
of a class A drug and possession of a class 
B drug. 

Jariely T. Vazquez, 29, of 904 Main 
St., Ist Floor, Holyoke, was arrested at 
8:07 p.m. on Linden Street on two war- 
rants. 

Thursday, March 12 

Victor Cabassa Jr., 40, of 12 
Evergreen Drive, Holyoke, was arrested 
at 12:30 a.m. on Sargeant Street and 
charged with driving under the influ- 
ence of liquor, failing to stop or yield, 
a marked lanes violation, and resisting 
arrest. 

Carlos Alberto Garcia, 39, of 36 
N. Summer St., Apt. 1D, Holyoke, was 
arrested at 7:46 a.m. on Appleton Street 
on a watrant. 

Jeffrey Walter Adamski, 41, of 1 
Lasalle Drive, Whately, was arrested at 
4:27 p.m. on West Franklin Street on a 
warrant, and also charged with posses- 
sion of a class A drug. 

Jose Rivera Pacheco, 52, of 74 
Montmorenci St., Apt. IR, Springfield, 
was arrested at 4:56 p.m. on Pine Street 
on two watrants. 


Holyoke Arrests 


Stepan Lavrenchuk, 28, of 9 
Mooreland St., Feeding Hills, was 
arrested at 5:42 p.m. on Maple Street on 
a warrant, and also charged with posses- 
sion of a class A drug and possession of 
a class B drug. 


Friday, March 13 
No arrests were recorded in the 
public log. 


Saturday, March 14 
William Lorenzo Perez, 53, of 83 
Superior Ave., Holyoke, was arrested at 
4:50 p.m. on Appleton Street on a war- 
rant, and also charged with malicious 
damage to a motor vehicle and disorder- 
ly conduct. 


Sunday, March 15 

Monique Heard, 26, of 7 Thorpe 
Ave., Apt. 1LF, Holyoke, was arrested 
at 1:05 a.m. on High Street and charged 
with malicious destruction of property 
under $1,200, and disorderly conduct. 

Quiriat Jearim Hernandez-Gomez, 
33, of 4 East Court, Holyoke, was 
arrested at 2:20 a.m. on Jackson Street 
and charged with assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon, driving under 
the influence of liquor, leaving the 
scene of personal injury, reckless driv- 
ing, and driving with an open container 
of alcohol. 

Juan G. Rosario, 40, of 147 Leary 
Drive, Holyoke, was arrested at 2:22 
a.m. on Leary Drive on a warrant. 

Larry D. Walter, 33, of 318 Elm 
St., Holyoke, was arrested at 5:02 p.m. 
on Maple Street on a warrant, and also 
charged with driving with a license 
revoked or suspended for OUI, and driv- 
ing with an obstructed or non-transpar- 
ent window. 





Public Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 

Docket No. HD20P0491PM 

In the matter of: 

Doreen Bahadur 

Of: Holyoke, MA 

RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 

Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO G.L. c. 
190B, §5-304 & §5-405 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been 
filed by Errol S Bahadur of 
Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Doreen Bahadur is in need 
of a Conservator or other 
protective order and request- 
ing that Errol S Bahadur of 
Holyoke, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appoint- 
ed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 04/06/2020. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 


written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten affidavit stating the spe- 
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for 
a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 09, 2020 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

3/20/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0202EA 
Estate of: 

Louis M Gageant 
Date of Death: 11/16/2019 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 


To all interested persons: 

A Petition for S/A - 
Formal Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Pamela R. Cadran 
of Cheshire MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Pamela R. Cadran of 
Cheshire MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/06/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection If you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fall to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (80) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to 
you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 09, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/20/2020 


SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
Under G.L. c. 159B Sec 6B 
as Amended 
By Senate 466 of 1989 

Notice is hereby given by 
Reardon’s Garage Inc., 1537 
Northampton St., Holyoke, 
MA, pursuant to the provi- 
sions of G.L. c. 255, p39 that 
on April 8, 2020 at 12:00 
noon at 1537 Northampton 
St., Holyoke, MA, the follow- 
ing motor vehicles will be sold 
at private sale to satisfy our 

garagekeepers lien. 


2002 Acura 3.2 TL 

Vin# 19VUA56632A030616 
LKO: Paul Prentice 

247 Granville Rd. 
Southwick, MA 


2016 Hyundai Elantra 

Vin# 5NPDH4AE6GH746123 
LKO: Michael Javier 
Rodriguez Cabreco 

3 Lamb St. 

So. Hadley, MA 01075 


2007 Toyota Scion TC 
Vin# JTIKDE177270155454 
LKO: Kimberly Cahaoon 
173 Holbrook Ave. 
Willamantic, CT 


2007 Lincoln MKZ 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 





Vin# 3LNHM28T67R615580 
LKO: Lamar Anthony 

24565 Edgewood St. 
Philadelphia, PA 


2002 Toyota Celica 


Springfield, MA 


2001 Toyota Corolla 

Vin# JTDBU4EE8B9142409 
LKO: Shauna Sabin 

178 No. Summer St. 


Vin# JTDDR32T3201 24721 No. Adams, MA 

LKN: Heriberto Carmona 3/20, 3/27, 4/03/2020 

3 Pray Dr. 

Greenfield, MA 

1998 Toyota Camry NOTICE OF EVICTION 
Vin# 4T1BF22K6WU925414 PUBLIC AUCTION / SALE 


Eviction#13119-April 4, 
2020 at 9 am. Location: 460 
Race Street, Holyoke Ma. 

51 Pallets of furniture, 
appliances, household and 
other items belonging to 
P.Corbin or S.Hale. 

Terms: cash with immedi- 
ate removal from property. 
3/20, 3/27/2020 


LKO: Kayla Plasse 
84 Grape St. #1L 
Chicopee, MA 


2005 Ford 500 

Vin# 1FAFP24195G154148 
LKO: Carlin Liquore 

69 Blanchard Ave. 

Ludlow, MA 


2005 Chevy Malibu 

Vin# 1G1ZT648X5F239327 
LKO: Felix Gonzalez 

837 State St. #509 


HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC NOTICES 


All public notices to be published in the Holyoke Sun 
Should be sent directly to notices@turley.com. Jamie 
Joslyn processes all public notices for this newspaper and 
can answer all of your questions regarding these notices. 
Please indicate the newspapers and publication date(s) for 
the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. For questions 
regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please call 
Jamie directly at 413-283-8393. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 14 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Please check the accuracy of your public notice 
prior to submission (i.e., date, time, spelling). 
Also, be sure the requested publication date 

coincides with the purpose of the notice, 
or as the law demands. Thank you. 


VISIT 
www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Coronavirus Is a LiFe Was ice J, A) 


a real threat 


mericans don’t like being told what to 
A« and the government’s been doing 
an awful lot of telling lately. 

Don’t eat out. Don’t send your kids to 
school. Don’t have a party. Don’t watch a 
parade. 

The past week has seen a massive 
upheaval in almost every aspect of almost 
every American’s life — home, work, recre- 
ation. None of it has been welcome. But — to 
repeat the phrase we all hated when we heard 
it as children from our parents, our doctors 
and our teachers — it’s for our own good. The 
point is to protect us from the coronavirus. 

The coronavirus that quarantined an 
entire metropolis in China. 

The coronavirus that shut down essential- 
ly the whole country of Italy. 

The coronavirus is not a possibility or a 
far-off fear. It’s a real thing that has been kill- 
ing thousands of people around the world. It’s 
here now, and the only way we can stop it is to 
keep it from jumping from person to person. 
And the only way to do that is to keep people 
away from people. 

A little skepticism about the claims made 
by politicians is a healthy thing, especially 
when they’re trying to justify restrictions on 
freedom of movement and commerce. But 
this isn’t a good time to take a chance on the 
experts being wrong. Everyone in a position 
of power is saying the same thing — the coro- 
navirus is a real threat. Federal, state and local 
officials. Doctors and public health agencies. 
Business leaders. Politicians from both major 
parties. 

That the American death toll hasn’t yet 
reached the crisis levels of Italy or China is 
not a testament to some inherent superiority or 
hardiness of the American public. It’s merely a 
function of the fact that the coronavirus infect- 
ed those countries earlier. Public health offi- 
cials aren’t responding to actual deaths on our 
shores. They’re looking at how the disease has 
spread in other countries, and trying to stop it 
from spreading that way here. 

What can you do? 

e Practice good hygiene — wash hands 
frequently, cough into your sleeve rather than 
hand, disinfect frequently touched surfaces 
and items in the home. 

e Stay home. Work from home, learn from 
home, eat at home. Shop online and have 
items delivered. Read books and watch tele- 
vision rather than going out for entertainment. 
Don’t host or attend parties. 

e Limit contact between elderly people 
and young people. Senior citizens are espe- 
cially susceptible to Covid-19, and children 
can carry the virus without showing any 
Symptoms. 


See VIRUS, page 7 
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In The Garden 





Pre-start cannas now! 


dening project that the girls could help me 
with over their unexpected break 

from school. How about pre-start- 
ing some canna rhizomes? I have 
a few overwintering in the mud- 
room and if I start the now they’ll 
be good-sized by May. Read on. 

Cannas are gorgeous plants 
for the summer border. Their large, 
paddle-shaped leaves and fist-sized 
clusters of vivid-toned flowers add 
an exotic touch to beds and con- 
tainer plantings. Sometimes, how- 
ever, a gardener’s initial experience 
with this tender bulb leads to disappointment 
rather than delight. The plant may take most 
of the season to reach its mature height and 
come into flower, only to be struck down by 
frost a few weeks later. Why not give your 
cannas a head start? By potting them up now 
you will get blooms earlier in the season and 
be able to enjoy wonderful tropical foliage for 
a longer period. 

If you are shopping for canna rhizomes 
for the first time, you will no doubt find a 
better selection through mail order nurseries 
than the local garden center. Standard variet- 
ies can grow upwards of six feet tall, whereas 
dwarf cultivars top off at two or three feet. 
Choose carefully! All will do best if planted 
in full sun and fertile soil. Some cannas even 
make great water specimens. When you place 
your order, mention to the operator that you’d 
like your bulbs as soon as it is safe enough 
for them to be sent in the mail without risk 
of freezing, otherwise you will likely receive 
them close to Memorial Day, which is too late 
for indoor planting. 

When your package arrives, unpack it 


[= trying to think up a good indoor gar- 
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Roberta McQuaid 


immediately. Canna rhizomes will come in 
small plastic bags filled with peat moss. At 
the very least, they should be about 
the size of your thumb; sometimes 
they are even double that in width. 
They ought to be firm, not at all 
soft. To pot them up, choose a con- 
tainer that is a couple of inches big- 
ger than the rhizome when it 1s laid 
out horizontally; one six to eight 
inches in diameter is usually ideal. 
Fill the pot about half way with 
a good quality moistened potting 
soul. Lay the rhizome on top with 
leaf buds pointing up. Any hairy 
roots, new or old can fall to the side. Cover 
with two inches of soil. If your finished prod- 
uct reaches the rim, reposition so that you 
have at least an inch deep “basin” on top to 
make watering well easier. Place the pots 
in a warm location and continue to water as 
needed. When the first sprouts appear, move 
the canna plants to a sunny window or place 
under grow lights. By mid-May you can start 
to harden the plants off outdoors by gradually 
exposing them to bright sun, wind and fluctu- 
ating temps. After a week to 10 days of accli- 
matization, and if there are no frosts in the 
forecast, cannas can be removed from their 
pots and planted in their permanent summer 
location. A shovelful of compost in the plant- 
ing hole along with supplemental fertilizer 
every couple of weeks will result in big, flo- 
riferous plants fast! 

Be sure to save your cannas from year 
to year; it’s easy and makes great sense mon- 
ey-wise. I have had the same “Wyoming’ can- 
nas going for well over a decade now. After 


See CANNAS, page 7 
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A Quole 


OF NOTE 


“T think the first 
couple of days were 
seen as vacation, 
but as the time 
goes on... we'll see 
more and more 
people will need this 
resource.” 


Stephen Zrike 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 


the windows 
of Lawrence 
School 
facing Maple 
Street. It was 
correctly 
guessed by 
Don Diller, 
Alice and 
Dexter Gess, 
and Fred 
Wanat. 


lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

i va ae! Deadline for submis- 
a sions is Wednesday at 
Each week, The Holyoke Sun will feature a phot lace, landmark, noon. 


sculpture, sign or other recognizable object located somewhere in the city. Fee Oe 


sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to 7he 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 








Think you know what or where it is? Readers are encouraged to submit their guesses to 
“Hidden in Holyoke” via email to TheSun@Turley.com. In order to qualify for the weekly 
contest, entries must be received by Wednesday at noon for inclusion into Friday’s edition. 
Please include your full name with your guess in an email to TheSun @turley.com. If more 
than one correct answer is received, the names of all those who submitted guesses will be 
listed. For more information, contact The Holyoke Sun at 413-283-8398. 
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CAIN, from page 4 


that have been put in place to keep their 
citizens safe. I support the citizens of 
our country and the rights and privileges 
which they deserve. When immigration 
policy is not followed, our local com- 
munities are put in danger and our law 
enforcement cannot properly protect and 
serve the people. As state senator, I will 
advocate for legislation that protects our 
communities, law enforcement and first 
responders. I will work against sanctuary 
policies, including issuing driver’s licens- 
es to illegal immigrants. Rather than har- 
boring lawlessness, I will advocate for 
those who want to become citizens and 
live by the values, morals, ethics and laws 
that make this country safe and prosper- 
ous. 


3. What would you do differ- 
ently than the former senator, Donald 
Humason? What votes did he take during 
his tenure that you would have opposed? 


Overall, Sen. Humason presented 
and sponsored legislation that I agree 
with. His voting record shows his conser- 
vative values, but also his ability to work 
with other lawmakers for the benefit of 
the taxpayer. I will continue to strong- 
ly advocate for legislation for veterans 
and in particular, continue to be a strong 
advocate for the Holyoke Soldiers Home. 
I have researched his legislation and 
could not find any that I disagree with. 
The main difference is I will make rep- 
resentation of all 11 communities more 
universal, and not consider Westfield the 
focal point of the district. I will proudly 
continue the transparency and accessi- 
bility that Sen. Humason provided to his 
constituents. Sen. Humason was well-re- 
spected and well-liked by his constitu- 
ents. I am confident that I can build off 
his legacy and continue to represent this 
district proudly and faithfully. 


4. Are state taxes at an appropriate 
level? Would you make any changes — or 
oppose any proposed changes — to the 
income, sales and gasoline tax rates? 


Government has a spending prob- 
lem that tax increases won’t solve. The 
level of taxes are inflated. With a $2 
billion rainy-day fund, our government 


VIR US, from page 6 


e If you begin to experience a fever or flu-like 


symptoms, call your doctor. 


Unfortunately, by the time symptoms appear, the 


is spending recklessly while introduc- 
ing more taxes. Any personal or busi- 
ness budget spending must be controlled. 
Many taxes are not used for their intend- 
ed purpose, but moved to the general 
fund and used for entitlement programs. 
My focus is transparency: showing the 
people what politicians are doing with 
our hard-earned money. Reducing costs 
of government projects would allow more 
projects to be completed, create jobs, and 
stimulate small business growth. I oppose 
the proposed gas tax, TCI, or other tax 
increases that subsidize Boston and the 
MBTA. Without reducing costs and 
spending, taxpayers and businesses will 
continue leaving the state, crippling local 
economies. Priority should be retaining 
taxpayers by providing value rather than 
using them as a pocketbook for financial- 
ly failing government agencies. 


5. What specific belief, attribute or 
experience makes you a better choice for 
senator than your opponent in this race? 


I am the best choice to be the next 
state senator based on my professional, 
personal and public service experience, 
formal education and military leadership 
training. I understand firsthand the issues 
that families and businesses face daily. 
I have experience in balancing budgets 
and solving problems timely while work- 
ing with people of different viewpoints. 
I know what it is like to have to make 
payroll on a Thursday night without pass- 
ing a supplemental budget. Career poli- 
ticians like my opponent, who have not 
worked in the private sector, have led this 
state down a path of exuberant spending 
without regard for the impact of their 
decisions on businesses and the working 
class. I have always been accountable to 
customers, employees or employers, and 
will hold myself accountable to constitu- 
ents. I am committed to transparent gov- 
ernment, where my opponent has voted 
against transparency legislation through- 
out state government, which does not 
allow proper representation. 





Sheriff, DA won’t hold post-parade party 


Due to the cancellation of the 
city’s annual St. Patrick’s Parade and 
Road Race, Hampden County Sheriff 
Nicholas Cocchi and Hampden District 
Attorney Anthony Gulluni have can- 
celled their annual Holyoke St. 


Patrick’s Day Post-Parade Reception 
at the Holyoke Boys & Girls Club, 
planned for March 22. 

Gulluni and Cocchi said they are 
already looking forward to making next 
year’s celebration better than ever. 
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Greece through Ellis Island. He had 
5 cents in his pocket, played by the 
rules, and opened restaurants that cre- 
ated jobs for natural-born citizens and 
immigrants alike. The opportunities he 
had, and are able to create, are what 
makes America great. 


3. What would you do different- 
ly than the former senator, Donald 
Humason? What votes did he take 
during his tenure that you would have 
opposed? 


I learned very early in my Army 
career that it’s an act in futility to either 
praise or condemn your predecessor. I 
am my own person, and unique in my 
approach to politics. My record shows 
I am the most bipartisan lawmaker in 
Massachusetts and that approach — 
with respect to all lawmakers — makes 
me truly unique. 


4. Are state taxes at an appropriate 
level? Would you make any changes 
— or oppose any proposed changes — 
to the income, sales and gasoline tax 
rates? 


In my view, no, there is no need 
for any new taxes. The real need stares 
us in the face: We need to be more pru- 
dent with our spending habits. We need 
to stop looking at taxes as the way to 
create revenue to fund projects or fix 
fiscal mismanagement by certain orga- 
nizations. Massachusetts does not have 
a revenue problem; it has a spending 
problem. 


My strong opposition in vot- 
ing against the gas tax two weeks ago 
was because of the negative impact it 
could have on Western Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts legislators cannot be 
looking at the pockets of taxpayers 
as the only solution to problems, but 
should be better directed in proper fis- 
cal management. 


5. What specific belief, attribute or 
experience makes you a better choice 
for senator than your opponent in this 
race? 


I have six years of experience with 
a record of achievement through bipar- 
tisan efforts. 

As a current major in the U.S. 
Army Reserves — and combat veteran 
who served two tours in Afghanistan 
— my time in the military shaped my 
bipartisan approach. When given an 
order, we didn’t ask about political alle- 
giances, we just got to work, got the job 
done, and didn’t care who got credit. 

As an attorney, I spent years study- 
ing and interpreting the laws of our 
state. I learned many lessons that have 
made the transition from attorney, to 
lawmaker, a comfortable one. 

During my time as a representa- 
tive, I have established many essential 
and necessary relationships with lead- 
ers and lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle in order to get things done for my 
constituents. 

All these experiences have given 
me a strong voice on Beacon Hill, and 
that’s what the people of Western Mass. 
need. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


One Extraordinary Vision... 
Three Exceptional Communities. 


patient has already been carrying — and spreading — 
the disease for as long as two weeks. Any of us could 
be infected right now and not realize it, so it’s important 
that all of us work to halt its spread, whether we “feel 
sick” or not. 

The government is forcing some of these choices 
on us. Schools, senior centers and increasingly town 
halls are closed. Public gatherings of large numbers of 
people have been banned. Restaurants are closed for all 
but takeout and delivery. 

Some of these lifestyle changes are easy. Some are 
difficult. Some may even be annoying or burdensome. 

But every one of them is better than getting infect- 
ed. And every one of them is better than getting your 
grandparents, your parents, or your elderly neighbors 
infected, too. 

What do you think? Send your letter to the editor to 
thesun@ turley.com. 
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a light frost, dig up the plants and let them dry briefly. 
Then, cut the foliage away from the rhizomes and store 
them at 50 degrees in boxes or tubs filled with peat moss. 
As mentioned, my mudroom is the perfect spot in my 
house. I am sure there is a place in yours too. After the 
second season you will have enough divisions to share 
with family and friends; much to their delight. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 





For more than 100 years, The Loomis Communities have been a visionary 
in exceptional senior living. After becoming the first organization in 
Massachusetts to open a continuing care retirement community, Loomis 
has grown into a multi-location, not-for-profit owner and operator of three 
distinctive retirement communities. Each community embraces and reflects 
the mission and values that have successfully guided the organization from 





Communities 


The Western Massachusetts 
Pioneer in Senior Living 


the beginning. 


The Loomis Communities offers residential, wellness and health care 


options to suit almost any need and lifestyle. 
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for districts like Holyoke that serve a high 
number of “economically disadvantaged” 
children. 

If enrollment figures remain steady, 
Holyoke is slated to receive $27,402,719 in 
additional funds over the seven years. 

This year’s budget looks tight, but as 
the Student Opportunity Act funds contin- 
ue to increase over the next seven years, 
Holyoke schools should be able to find 
money for new programs and initiatives. 

“That’s going to be a little challenging 
to do this year, but in upcoming years that’s 
going to be a little easier to do,” said Soto, 
the schools’ chief finance and operations 
officer. “Now, when we’re looking at the 
future, it’s a little brighter.” 

Attendees at the public forum wrote 
ideas for new programs on sticky notes, 



























Pioneer Valley’s 


Best Overall Value 


for Senior Living 


Day Brook Village has been serving 
the Pioneer Valley since 1902. 


then broke into small groups to discuss 
them and come up with three priorities per 
group. Some of the proposals suggested 
included: 

¢ Full-day pre-kindergarten as an 
option for all students. 

e Hiring more faculty to decrease class 
SIZES. 

e Paraprofessionals (aides) in every 
classroom, both to improve student-faculty 
ratios and to create a pipeline of young edu- 
cators training to be teachers. 

¢ More programs focused on staff 
development and retention. 

¢ Hiring more staff to address behavior- 
al issues and social-emotional learning. 

e Mandatory Spanish language classes 
for all School Department employees who 
are not yet bilingual. 

e Expansion of the dual-language pro- 
gram, and more of a focus on co-teaching, 


Don’t Miss our 
Lucky Savings! 
Enjoy one 
month rent-free when 
you move in this March!* 


Call Paul at 413-538-7551 ext. 254 
to learn more. 


Offering comfortable, independent living 
apartments and a complete continuum of 

care on its campus, Day Brook Village’s mission 

is to help its residents maintain their independent 












living lifestyle for as long as possible. 


Our community offers: 


e Independent living accommodations that offer across-the-board 






savings in monthly fees 


e Dining experience offers high quality, fresh, healthy, and delicious 


chef-prepared cuisine 


e Resident-driven activity program provides endless opportunities 
for residents to engage, explore, and maximize personal wellness 


seven days a week 


Call Paul at 413-538-7551 ext. 254 today and schedule 
your personal visit and complimentary lunch. 


*Some restrictions may apply. Valid only on a move-in by 3/31/20. 


See Sales Director for complete details. 


DAY BROOK 298 Jarvis Avenue 


Vee AGE 


SENIOR LIVING 


Holyoke, MA 01040 
413-538-7551 


rN A Member of Berkshire Healthcare WWW. dayb rookvillage. Org 


We're Perfecting the Art of Superior Care. 


WE ARE OPEN 


Come In & Stock Up - Plenty Of Frozen Foods 
Fresh Items Will Be Priced On A Daily Basis 


GREAT DEALS 


ei@ 90meat.com 
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We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
SALE DATES: 3/19/20 - 3/25/20 Thurs. 8-6 « Fri. 8-6 Sat. 8-3 


SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE 
90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 





so that students see the Spanish-language 
teacher and English-language teacher as 
true equals. 

¢ A six- to 10-week transition program 
for the children of newly arrived immigrant 
families. 

e Partnerships with local colleges to 
help the family members of Holyoke stu- 
dents obtain a GED. 

¢ More fine arts and media center fund- 
ing, and more cultural field trips. 

e Integrating the arts with “classroom” 
subjects. 

e More internships focusing on voca- 
tional education and STEM (science, tech- 
nology, engineering, math). 

¢ Beautification and improvement of 
facilities, to send a message to students that 
they are valued. 

State Rep. Aaron Vega, D-Holyoke, 
attended and participated in the pub- 
lic forum. He also discussed some of the 
details of the Student Opportunity Act, 
which he voted for in the state House of 
Representatives. He said he is confident 
that Holyoke schools will spend the money 
wisely. 

“We know what works,’ he said. “Now, 
hopefully, we’ll have the funding to keep 
doing it.” 

Receiver-Superintendent Stephen Zrike 
placed one spending priority off-limits: 
using the money to fund, or partially fund, 
a new middle school. Student Opportunity 
Act money can’t be used for capital 
improvements, he said. 
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School 
principals 

Sal Canata of 
Holyoke STEM 
Academy and 
Jackie Glasheen 
of White School 
tally some of 
the spending 
suggestions 
made by their 
team. 


Photo by 
Michael Ballway 


There’s another string attached to 
the funding, as well. Because Holyoke is 
one of the largest beneficiaries of Student 
Opportunity Act aid, it has to submit to the 
state a three-year plan identifying how the 
money will be used and how it will address 
the needs of underachieving students. 


Less of a deficit 

Soto warned that the schools won’t see 
a big budget bump from the current school 
year to 2020-21, because this year’s school 
budget was balanced with $2.3 million in 
one-time supplemental funds. Much of this 
year’s Student Opportunity Act increase 
will be used to plug that gap. 

The schools also face a 3 percent con- 
tracted raise in salaries, 3 percent projected 
rise in the cost of supplies and services, and 
10 percent rise in health insurance costs. 

Even with the additional Chapter 70 
aid, that adds up to a projected deficit of 
$930,070. That’s actually a good thing, Soto 
said. 

He said at this stage in the budget pro- 
cess over the previous five years, Holyoke 
has been looking at deficits in the $4 mil- 
lion to $5 million range. The numbers 
improve as time goes on because the state 
aid figures in the House of Representatives 
and Senate budget proposals are always 
higher than what the governor proposes. 

“This is the first year we’re not asking 
the department heads to make cuts,” he said. 
“We're asking department heads for a lev- 
el-service budget.” 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. DebianD.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 


Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 
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Sports world crippled by coronavirus 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


It feels like to some, the 
sports world has been literal- 
ly the “most” affected by the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

Changes are happening 
every day related to the virus 
so much in fact that our week- 
ly papers had a very tough 
time keeping up with them last 
week. 


sports@turley.com 


Now, the changes have 
started to slow down, because 
here in Western Massachusetts, 
there is not much more that can 
be done to bring the world to a 
crawl. 

Even before many 
schools made the decision at 
the end of last week to close 
their doors for two weeks, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association closed 
down the conclusion of the 


Open Cup postponed, no 
makeup date yet announced 


By Tim Peterson 
sports@turley.com 


LUDLOW -— The Western 
Mass. Pioneers have made a 
total of 11 appearances in the 
Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup, 
which is the oldest ongoing 
national soccer competition in 
the United States, since 1998. 

The Pioneers have been 
invited by U.S. Soccer to par- 
ticipate in the 107th edition of 
the elite tournament after not 
qualifying a year ago. 

But the Pioneers will 
have to wait a while before 
it has the opportunity to take 
part in the event after the 
coronavirus pandemic has led 
to the event being postponed. 

The Pioneers were orig- 
inally scheduled to play 
GPS Portland on Tuesday, 
March 24. 

“We’re very excited to be 
playing in another Open Cup 
match at Lusitano Stadium,” 
said Pioneers General 
Manager Greg Kolodziey. 
“It’s always a fun tourna- 


Daniel Fabian converges with 
an opponent for possession of 
the ball during the Pioneers last 
Open Cup appearance in 2018. 


ment and it’s a very good 
opportunity for the boys to 
play against some very good 
teams.” 

In the past, the Open Cup 
has always started in May, but 
U.S. Soccer decided to begin 
this year’s tournament a cou- 
ple of months earlier. With 
the ban on large events, it 
looks like the Cup may have 
to wait until May again. 

“Because of our league 
rules, we won’t have access 
to any of the college players 
until the start of the regular 
season in May,” Kolodziey 
said. “We’ll have to piece 
together a roster for our first 
Open Cup game. We do have 
some older players from last 
year’s team that should be 
available to us. We’ll be sign- 
ing players during the next 
couple of weeks.” 

Federico Molinari will be 
returning as the Pioneers head 
coach. 

The last time that the 


See CUP page 10 





Louis Tambini changes 
directions with the ball and 
heads for the goal. The 2020 
Open Cup will be delayed. 


ys) @turleysports 


State tournament, shut fans out, 
and delayed the start of the 
spring sports season by at least 
two weeks. 

But is delaying spring 
sports by two weeks really a 
new concept in Massachusetts? 
Absolutely not. Excessive 
March snow and cold tempera- 
tures slowing the melting pro- 
cess has delayed baseball and 
softball seasons for between 
one and two weeks for the last 


_£ acebook.com/turleysports 


few years. 

Last year, the regular sea- 
son was extended by a week to 
accommodate the poor weath- 
er for the springtime and give 
schools a chance to play all 
their regular season games. 

The only disappointing 
part for many athletes, is that it 
appeared for a while we had an 
early spring coming with base- 
ball and softball fields already 
drained, and the grass lacrosse 





www.sports.turley.com 





fields just about fit for play on 
the actual days teams are sup- 
posed to open in late March. 

But like Major League 
Baseball, which delayed the 
Start of its season, the start of 
the spring sports season cannot 
go on. 

The MIAA has also man- 
dated that coaches are not able 
to have anything to do with 


See SPORTS, page 10 


Green Wave surfs past Tigers 


By Tim Peterson 
sports@turley.com 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 
— While South Hadley varsi- 
ty hockey coach Larry Camus 
was disappointed in the final 
outcome of the Western 
Massachusetts Division 3A 
semifinal match, he was very 
pleased with the overall effort 
of his team. 

The fifth-seeded Tigers 
battled back from an early two 
goal deficit against top-seeded 
Greenfield to tie the score. The 
match would remain tied until 
the Green Wave scored a pair 
of goals late in the third peri- 
od and they celebrated a 4-2 
victory before a large crowd at 
the Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield on Feb. 29. 

“If we didn’t play with 
the type of intensity that we 
did in this game and had lost, 
I would’ve been very upset,” 
Camus said. “I’m not mad 
because my players played very 
hard. Even when were trailing, 
we continued with our game 
plan and made a comeback. I 
thought we had a couple of very 
good chances to take the lead 
in the second and third periods. 
We’re like a big family and I’m 
very proud of these guys.” 

The Tigers finished the 
2019-20 campaign with a 12-8- 
2 overall record. 

“We’re only losing one 
senior this year,’ Camus added. 
“We should be adding a couple 
of very good players next year 
and we should have another 
good season.” 

The only South Hadley 
senior 1s Mike Mazza, who fin- 
ished his outstanding hockey 
career with 101 career points. 

“Mike had three assists 
in our semifinals win against 
Chicopee the other night. It 
gave him 100 career points,” 
Camus said. “He’s been a phe- 
nomenal hockey player for us 
during the past four years and 
he’s a very special kid.” 

Six of the Tigers hock- 
ey players attend Granby 
High School. They are sopho- 
more Dylan Laramee, sopho- 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Kadyn Laramee, one of Granby’s representatives for South Hadley hockey, 
skates up the ice during South Hadley’s semifinal loss with Greenfield. 





Matt Brunelle brings the puck into the offensive zone. 


more Gabe Arabik, sophomore 
Kadyn Laramee, freshman 
Mike Arabik, freshman Nate 
Loughman, and freshman Josh 
Chateauneuf. 

‘“Kadyn Laramee and Nate 
Loughman played a lot of min- 
utes this year,’ Camus said. 
‘“Kadyn is a second year player 


and he’s becoming a very good 
defenseman. I can’t wait to see 
how much he improves next 
year. Nate filled several posi- 
tions because of injuries and 
sickness. He did a very good 
job for us.” 


See HOCKEY, page 10 
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Craven, founder of Li 


SOUTH HADLEY —- On Monday 
March 9, Beth Szostkiewicz Craven, a 
Holyoke High School graduate, passed 
away unexpectedly, leaving behind a leg- 
acy that will never be forgotten. 

“She was a bright light and a time- 
less advocate for children in our commu- 
nity. She was truly a one of a kind human 
being” said her friend Jane Gawron. 
Beth, in addition to being a longtime 
teacher at Michael E. Smith Middle 
School, was the “mother” of South 
Hadley soccer. She attended Providence 
College on a full soccer scholarship, 
receiving many accolades while being 
one of the best players to ever go through 
the program. Beth is tied for the all-time 
assist record at Providence. After grad- 
uating, Beth went on to coach at the 
high school and collegiate levels. She 
left the sport temporarily to start a fam- 
ily, returning in 2005, taking her three 
daughters and a few of their friends to 
start her own organization, The South 
Hadley Ligers. The Ligers competed in 
the Pioneer Valley Junior Soccer League, 
a travel league instead of the recreation 
league. This caused quite a stir in South 
Hadley but because she truly believed 
that a more competitive atmosphere was 
what was needed for the girls to excel, 
she sidestepped all obstacles put in her 
way. Her vision was not shared by many 
in the town but her perseverance through 
such resistance was what made the Ligers 
such a prominent program. 

The program drew predominantly 
South Hadley students, but also brought 
some kids from nearby Granby, Holyoke, 
and, Chicopee. 

By November of 2005 a Town 
Reminder headline read, “South Hadley 
Ligers finish perfect season of soccer’. 
As second and third graders, these girls 
dominated the league with Beth as their 
coach and she fostered the love of the 
game in each of them. She coached the 
girls up until they entered high school, as 
the graduating class of 2015. The original 
team grew into two full squads who com- 





Beth Craven speaks to one of her Ligers teams on the sidelines at a game. Craven was 
behind South Hadley’s successful youth soccer program. 


peted and won many PVJSL champion- 
ships. The program later spawned several 
younger teams of Ligers one team win- 
ning the Mass Youth Soccer state champi- 
onship (Mass Tournament of Champions 
-MTOC) as seventh graders. Many news 
articles celebrated the success of Beth 
Craven’s Ligers over the years. 

In the fall of 2019 the South Hadley 
High School girls soccer team won 
their first ever state title and coach Rich 
Marjanski credited the Ligers organiza- 


tion and Beth Craven for that feat. 

“Beth was a huge influence on why 
South Hadley soccer has been so suc- 
cessful. She had a vison of having girls 
play year-round together and really form- 
ing a bond way before they entered high 
school. I personally got into coaching 
because of the Ligers and SHHS’s suc- 
cess with three successive Western Mass 
championships and a state title is a reflec- 
tion of Beth Craven’. 

The vast majority of the Western 


rs program, passes away 


Mass. and state championship team were 
former Ligers. 

On Saturday March 14, a number 
of Beth’s original Ligers team, including 
Sam and Lexi Gawron, Reilly Jodoin, 
Gigi Thibault, Kiera Sears, Kate and 
Mackenzie Sullivan, Meghan Godfrey, 
Courtney Fudger, Aryn Banas, Maeve 
Fitzgerald, Serena Sarage, Katie Evans 
and Beth’s three daughters Ally, Brianna 
and Stephanie gathered together to pay 
tribute to Beth and the huge impact that 
she had on all of her players. Players 
gathered together with their Ligers jer- 
seys, Jackets and pictures on the small 
field where it all began and each spoke 
about their favorite memories with Beth 
and the Ligers, and talked about how 
much Beth meant to each of them. 

Sam Gawron, a close family friend 
of the Cravens said, “Beth’s impact was 
bigger than soccer. Her goal wasn’t just to 
make us the best soccer players we could 
be but to make us the best people we 
could be. Beth inspired each and every 
one of us who played for her and her 
legacy and memory is something that we 
will always carry with us. I just want to 
thank Beth for everything she has done, 
she is truly an amazing person and I don’t 
think any of us would be the people we 
are today without her. Beth will forever 
be missed. We love you coach, fly high!” 

Beth’s impact was felt not only on 
the soccer field but in the classroom as 
well. Many of her former sixth grade 
science students attended the services and 
spoke of how grateful they were to have 
had the opportunity to be taught by such a 
passionate and inspiring teacher. In more 
recent years, Beth was a principal in the 
Athol-Royalston elementary school and 
an administrator in the Granby schools. 

The community has lost a champi- 
on, an advocate, an inspiration, a friend. 
May her legacy, both on and off the pitch, 
continue as her former players and stu- 
dents take her light out into the world 
and make it a better place, just as she did 
every day. 
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their teams, much like the current rules 
that exist during sport offseasons. That 
means, with two weeks off from school 
and no coaching guidance, and then add 
in almost no facilities to use, athletes 
will be on their own to stay in shape 
and be ready to go if the MIAA allows 
spring practices to begin on March 30. 
But that is not the only piece of the 
sports world that is affected. So many 
youth organizations and parks depart- 
ments have also been forced to stop 
practices and seasons and tournaments 


due to concern for the coronavirus. 

During the past week, the 36th 
iteration of the Szlats Memorial 
Tournament was just halted after only 
two days of competition by the tour- 
nament committee because Chicopee 
Public Schools had to shut down their 
facilities. 

Other great season-ending events 
were shut down as well, including ban- 
quets and all-star games. The 2020 
High School Senior All-Star Game held 
at the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame was cancelled. The game 
was originally set for Thursday, March 
19, but Gov. Charlie Baker has barred 


any gathering with more than 250 peo- 
ple. The games drawn a few thousand 
throughout the evening. 

What could hurt the athletes most 
is the uncertainty. Spring sports are 
shut down for two weeks right now. 
But it is possible that could be extend- 
ed, or worse, cancelled all together. 
Unfortunately, those options are on the 
table. The MIAA most recently released 
this statement on Saturday, March 14. 

“The MIAA staff equally shares in 
these emotions and the existing heart- 
break which has resulted due to canceled 
games, shortened seasons and disruption 
to exciting school activities, trips and 


Opportunities. 

As we face these uncharted waters, 
be confident in knowing the MIAA staff 
is well and is readily available to you 
with guidance, support, resources and 
kindness. Our office is open and func- 
tioning. Scheduled meetings are moving 
forward in person or via tele- and/or vid- 
eo-conferencing, as organized by each 
MIAA sport haison. Communication 
regarding the status of the spring season 
will be forthcoming following necessary 
discussions this coming week.” 

Turley Sports will continue to mon- 
itor the situation and bring you news 
whenever we can. 
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Greenfield (18-3) is slated to face 
third-seeded Wahconah Regional of 
Dalton in the Western Division 3A finals 
at Olympia on Thursday night. It’s their 
first trip to the finals since 2008. 

Things didn’t start out very well for 
the Tigers in the semifinal match. 

The Green Wave took a 1-0 lead at 
the 1:40 mark of the opening period on a 
goal by freshman Sam Knight. 

Three minutes later, Greenfield 
scored a short-handed goal. The scor- 


ing play began with junior Jacob Bryant 
stealing the puck away from a South 
Hadley player and he scored an unassist- 
ed breakaway goal. 

The Green Wave scored their first 
two goals on just five shot attempts. 

The momentum switched sides at 
that point. 

A goal by South Hadley sophomore 
Joe Cigal in the middle of the first period 
cut the deficit in half. The duo of junior 
Ryan Tucker and Laramee were credited 
with the assists on the Tigers first goal of 
the game. 

The Tigers scored the tying goal 38 


seconds into the second period when 
sophomore Joe Meon slid a pass from 
the right circle to Mazza, who fired a 
shot into the net past Greenfield senior 
goalie Riley Drew (16 saves). 

With 29 seconds left in the second 
period, a breakaway chance by Mazza 
was disallowed by the referees because 
the net dislodged. 

At the start of the third period, the 
Green Wave fans thought their team had 
retaken the lead, but that goal was also 
disallowed by the referees because of a 
high stick. 

South Hadley junior goalie Anthony 


Cigal (25 saves) made a couple of key 
saves during the second and third peri- 
ods keeping the score tied a little bit 
longer. 

The Green Wave did retake the lead 
following a power-play goal by junior 
Aidan Roche with 1:11 remaining in 
regulation. 

Greenfield would put the game 
out of reach with an empty net goal by 
Roche in the closing seconds. 

It wasn’t the way that the South 
Hadley players, especially Mazza, want- 
ed to see their outstanding season come 
to an end. 
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Pioneers won an Open Cup match was in 
2014 when they defeated Mass. Premier 
Soccer, 4-1 at home in the first round. 
They then lost, 2-1, to the Rochester 
Rhinos (USL Pro) in a second-round 
road match. The Pioneers suffered first 
round losses at Lusitano Stadium in 
2015, 2017, and 2018. 

“We haven’t had very much luck 
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playing in the Open Cup during the past 
couple of years,’ Kolodziey said. ““We’re 
hoping to turn things around this year.” 
The Pioneers did have a very mem- 
orable 2019 campaign. They finished 
the regular season with an 11-0-3 record 
and captured the Northeast Division 
title. The Western Mass. squad defeated 
North Carolina Fusion U-23 by the final 
score of 3-1 in the conference semifinals 
before losing to host Reading United AC 


1-0 in the finals. 

“We had a good group of players 
and it was a very good season for us last 
year,’ Kolodziey said. “We’re hoping to 
qualify for the league playoffs again this 
year.” 

GPS Portland Phoenix also made the 
league playoffs last year and they lost 2-1 
to Reading United in the semifinals. 

The Pioneers are currently scheduled 
to play at GPS Portland Phoenix to kick 


off the 2019 regular season on May 9. 
They’ll be playing at AC Connecticut 
the following week before hosting GPS 
Portland in the home opener on May 22. 
The Pioneers are scheduled to play five 
more regular season home matches. 

There has not been any further infor- 
mation on the regular season schedule 
and it is possible the season will open 
without any delays since it is not set to 
begin until May. 


ESIGN UP NOW FOR 
SUMMER CAMP 
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| SUMMER KAMP 


FOR AGES 5-12 YEARS 

10 Themed Weeks! 

STEM @ ART © COOKING @ SPORTS 

~ SWIMMING e FIELD TRIPS ¢ DAILY CURRICULUM 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & MORE! 
JUNE 22nd -—- AUG 25th* 

Mon - Fri / 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 

*We follow the Belchertown school schedule. 

Extended camp available for students entering kindergarten in the fall! 


— S Vik Enrolling for ALL Summer and Fall Programs 


(Pre-K & School Age - Before/After School) 


Factors to consider before 
choosing a summer camp 


Adults often look back fondly on their 
childhood experiences at summer camp. 
Camps can provide the opportunity to 
form lifelong friendships and discover re- 
warding hobbies that can enrich campers’ 
lives for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no small 
task, as the options at families’ disposal 
range from overnight camps to weekday 
afternoon camps to camps that special- 
ize in certain programs, such as music 
or dance. Cost also is likely to factor 
into families’ decisions, as the American 
Camp Association notes that cost can vary 
greatly depending on which camp fami- 
lies choose. For example, the ACA notes 


Race into summer at Camp Macoure ee 
jes 


that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp for 
kids, families should make the decision 
together. Kids should be involved in the 
selection process, as they’re more likely 
to have an enjoyable camp experience 
if they had a say in where they will be 
spending their summers. The following 
are some factors families should consider 
as they look for summer camps, courtesy 
of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 
The ACA urges parents to consider the 


Co- €d-° Grades 1-8 
wes 6 - Beals, 14 


Space is 
limited 

so don’t 
wait! 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: July 6 - 10 
Week 2: July 13 - 17 
Week 3: July 20 - 24 


Week 4: July 27 - 31 
Week 5: August 3 - 7 
Week 6: August 10 - 14 


Camp programs include: 


wa oe 
i, ~— 2. OPEN HOUSE « Sat., March 28th, 10am-2pm 
Arts ¢ Athletics e Coding * Creative Writing e Dance * Theater ¢ Science 


FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 
CHOOSE FROM FULL WEEK - PART TIME - FULL OR 3/4 DAY 


4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439 


belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com 
Follow Us 7 EEC LICENSE #2912222 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ¢ Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 
The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street e Granby, MA 01033 


We walk to the 
Free Summer Lunch 
Program at CHCS! 





(a 
ARBORS ANP 


HOLYOKE PEDIATRIC 
ASSOCIATES 


150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke 
84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 


ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Call Us Today 413-536-2393 


Introducing our 
newest physician- 
Dr. Kristin Lynch 


Like ws orm 


Book your child’s facebook 
Cchool, camp, sports, or annual 


PHYSICALS 


r iad avant nae cats re 
cat 
Rites ee 





t WliF20'A seasons 


The Arbors Camp is gearing up for another season in the sun. 
From exploring nature and science to playing sports and 
games and creating art and music, The Arbors Camp gives 
kids amazing opportunities to learn, play and create. Summer 
camp is an unforgettable experience that is the beginning of 
many lifelong friendships. Start getting excited now. 


Children need physicals going into K, 4th, 7th & 10th grades. 


e Pre-natal visits 
e Annual physicals 
e On-site Baystate Reference Lab in the Holyoke office 


e Newborns to age 21. e Lactation Services 
e Sports physicals e Behavioral Health Services 


e Most insurances accepted e Open weekends & holidays! 


www.holyokepediatrics.com 


The Arbors Camps in Chicopee and East Longmeadow are open 
to kids ages 5-12. Visit arborskids.com for more information. 
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SUMMER CAMP 


ACA notes that summer camps should 
align with children’s interests and matu- 
rity level. 


child’s interests and personality before 
choosing a summer camp. Parents might 
want their children to attend the same 
summer camp they visited as youngsters, 
but each child is different. Just because 
mom and dad liked a particular camp 
does not mean their children will. The 


Locale 

Locale may only be a consideration 
for families considering overnight camps. 
Kids will likely be famil- 
iar with the locations of 
local day camps, but over- 
night camps might be set 
in mountain ranges, near 
the ocean or environments 
less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean 
might benefit from ocean- 
front camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating 
or other activities involv- 
ing the water. In the same 
vein, youngsters who like 
camping and hiking might 
be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountain- 





















CAPEN HILL NATURE SANCTUARY SCIENCE and 
WATURE PROGRAM 
LOCATED AT 56CAPEN ROAD, CHARLTON, MA 


4 ONE WEEK SESSIONS STARTING July 13th / AGES 5-12 
Now Offering 


TEEN STEM CAMP 


é For Ages 13-15 


| , Four Themed Weeks S per 

4 /, Starting July 13th week 

\ § T WWW.CAPENHILL.ORG. SAVE TIME and REGISTER) 
_ : ee ON LINES = » 


ETBACKTONATURE > 


Capen Hill is an 86-acre sanctuary with trails open from 
dawn until dusk, and a visitor center that houses a 
library, mineral collection, animal residents, and a gift shop, 
Dedicated to Preservation and Environmental Education 


Space is limited. 
Register today! 


visit hec.edu/summer 
to learn more 


sum el 


fey h (eo) 4 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 





PROGRAMS 
INCLUDE: 
Drone adventures 

Video Game Design 
Cooking & Baking 
Wilderness Survival 
Basketball/Soccer/ Fencing 








<hr 4— Ta iy hem» 
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at both local day camps and overnight 
resident camps. Parents who want their 
children to enjoy a largely schedule-free 
summer might not want to commit their 
children to lengthy camp sessions, even if 
those sessions are close to home. If par- 


ous regions. 


Session length 
Camps may last as little as one week or 
up to a couple of months. Session length 
should be considered by families looking 


REYNOLDS BASEBALL CLINICS 


| 7 Operated by Head Coach 
| Matt Reynolds 


’ SK iA Youth Day Clinic: Aug 25-26 


PONV pce’ High School Clinic: Aug 30 


Lae 


Website: http://collegebaseballcamps.com/minuteman/ 


AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE 


“ tl ae 
wq Me, | -, 


Yellow Jackets 
Summew 


e Girls Basketball 
e Soccer 
¢ Boys Basketball 


June 29th — July 3rd 
June 29th —- July 3rd 
July 13th — July 16th 
e Baseball July 20th — July 23rd 
¢ Softball July 27th — July 30th 


Camp information and registration 
can be found at the following address: 


www.aicyellowjacketcamps.com 


You can schedule an appointment with me, Nicki Callini, online anytime! 


1. Log in to aic.edu/connect 
2. Search for my name in the search bar & select me 
3. Select SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT & book your appointment 











SUMMER AT 
STONELEIGH-BURI 





STONELEIGH-BURNHAM 


SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Greenfield, MA 


ON do nN wm Nnm»4M»0w»hNNNNMMDGHGdnnmwnn»n»nnh©h%»©"»©h©lhllhlhlMMDY 


Greene Acres Equestrian Center tc. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 6 - July 10 A , 


July 27 - Juy 31 
August 17 - August 21 ‘ 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) <— « 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @ Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


oJ oJ 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Polish Alliance Youth Camp, Inc. 


CAMP STANICA 


22 Paul St., Bondsville, Massachusetts 
A non-profit overnight co-ed camp for dees 6-15 


POLANKA 


Session 1: July 12-18, 2020 
Session 2: July 19-25, 2020 


car ocnis 413-892-0227 onax campstanicapna@ yahoo.com 


www.campstanica.com 


gy Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 
Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 e Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 
Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net © 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 












aE 












HAMPSHIRE GYMNASTICS 
SUMMER MORNING PROGRAM 


Fun for Girls & Boys 4-10 years old 
Monday-Friday 9 am - 1 pm (early drop off available) 
NOW OFFERING 1 week sessions starting July 6th 





Drop your kids off fora 
morning of non-stop fun! 
Our program includes 
gymnastics instruction, 
games, outside activities, 
arts and crafts, and slip- 
n-slide! They will love our 





trampolines, air pit, 
balance beams, rings and 
rock wall! Price $ 200 
week. Call our office or 





go online for more 
information. 











(413) 256-6990 
www.hampshiregymnastics.com 


ents think their children can benefit from the same struc- 
ture they’re accustomed to during the school year, then 
an overnight camp that stretches for several weeks might 
be what they’re looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance to make memo- 
ries that will last a lifetime. Choosing the right camp is 
an important decision that parents and kids should make 
together. 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Session I: July 6 - July 17 « Session 2: July 20 - July 31 
Digging into Nature at Pine Hill 
Week 1: June 15-19 + Week 2: June 22-26 
Week 3: August 3-7 





Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


PLUS: 


New Robotics 
Program 
(grades 5-8) 


.EMEN 
4, HOF it 


Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


, Children are our top priority! 


ae 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 
As low as $29/day. 
School Age Simi Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Full Day Camp Includes: 
Swimming, Field Trips, Sports, Nature Exploration, 
Arts & Crafts, Weekly Themes. 
Flexible Scheduling Available 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


SUMMER CAMP 


LUDLOW COMMUNITY CENTER 
RANDALL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
91 Claudia’s Way Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-2072 
Camp Hours: 6:30am - 5:30PM 


June 22"7 - August 14" 


Weekly Field Trips 
For more information, visit: 


www.ludlowbgc.org 


See how curious children 
become eager students. 


The Gorse Children’s Center 
is Now Enrolling! 


¢ Infant © Toddler ¢ Preschool 

e Pre-Kindergarten 

° Before & After-School Program 
(K-3rd)} 
Summer Explorations: 
Fabulous Field Trips, 
Outrageous Outdoor Activi- 
ties, Science Rocks, Art Smart, 
Water Play, Fun & Games! 














¢ Full & part-day programs 
¢ Flexible scheduling 
¢ Academic & full 


The Gorse Children’s Center 


at Mount Holyoke College 
27 Morgan Street, South Hadley, MA 
413-538-3351 

gorse @brighthorizons.com 
www.brighthorizons.com/gorse 


inn 
Bright Horizons. 





Visit our new Belchertown 
office just down fre road from 
fie previous location. > 


Call to book your camp 
physicals today! 


Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy G. Kasper, M.D. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 
Priya S$. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 

athan Rosenstein, M.D. 
Rebecca Gumey, C.N.P. 
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# Convenient 
Locations! 





2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 5, Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 © Fax: (413) 323-1145 
Www.pamcares.com 


EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 


Thursday, April 16" & Tuesday, April 28™ 
9:00am — 2:00pm 

Thursday, April 23" & Monday, May 4" 
6:00pm — 7:30pm 





$160 per week/per child — Ludlow Resident 
$170 per week/per child — Non-resident 


No Appointment Necessary/No Additional Discounts 


Must pay in Full or Use Auto Debit 





General Registration 





Friday, May 15" 9:00-2:00PM 
Wednesday, May 20" 6:00-7:30PM 
Thursday, May 28"" 6:00-7:30PM 


$180 per week/per child: Ludlow Resident 
$190 per week/per child: Non-Resident 


$50 registration fee will be waived with pay in full 
or auto debit option. 


Space is Limited 
Must bring a voided check or bank letter for auto debit 
*Current immunizations due at the time of registration* 
Questions? Contact: ssantos@ludlowbgc.org or kmartins@ludlowbgc.org 
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13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIRED PROFESSIONAL PHO- 
TOGRAPHER everything goes from 
camera bags, wedding albums, posing 
bench and table, a framer, etc. Too 
much to mention. Call 413-5388290 


FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 jit. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 
8136 Chesterfield 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, 


ing, cast iron cookware. 
(413)433-2195. 


fishing gear. Old advertis- 
Call Ken 





PSR A lo "aie ts 
***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 Repairs, additions, decks, 
sheds, garage, barns. Commercial, 
Residential, porches, doors, windows. 
Tim 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


he he hehe. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
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Circulation: 9,800 
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Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 
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Suburban 
Residential 
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Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVICE CALLS, REPAIRS, code 
violations, smoke alarms, home in- 
spection repairs, Hot Tubs, swimming 
pools, more. Timothy McGovern Lic 
#a16618 413-530-4958 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 


413-374-7779 





AFFORDABLE HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS LLC. 
Trust the professionals and look the 
best for less. Roof Repairse 
Landscapinge Gutters 
413-388-0985 
http://ahi-llc.com 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT- KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick walks and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial (413)746- 
9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


Classitied Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 
CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


RS 


. oF AN 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


CALL OR TEXT 
413-219-6339 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO PARTS 


BUYING JUNK OR wrecked cars 
and light trucks. Call Mark’s Auto Parts, 
in East Granby, CT. 860-653-2551 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 
GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 


CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 


OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
wT MM a MT 


ae 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 
HEALTH INFORMATION 
MANAGER 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF 
WILBRAHAM 
Full-time position available. Qualified 
candidate must have ICD-9 coding 
experience, be detail-oriented and 
possess strong organizational and 
time management skills. We offer great 
pay and benefits in a team-oriented 
environment. 
Lisa Persson 
413-596-3111/ 413-596-9072 Fax 
2399 Boston Rd., Wilbraham, MA 01095 
Lisa_Persson @Icca.com 
LifeCareCareers.com 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 
142912 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


POSITION AVAILABLE Market 
Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 
ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


THE GRANBY HOUSING AU- 
THORITY is seeking a_ part-time 
administrative clerk 15 hours weekly. 
Responsibilities include general clerical 
assistance including data-entry, filing, 
photocopying, Candidate must be orga- 
nized, flexible, and possess the ability 
to multitask, work independently, and 
follow oral and written instructions. Min- 
imum of one year of clerical experience 
is required. Resume should be mailed 
to Executive Director, Granby Housing 
Authority, 50 Phins Hill Manor, Granby, 
MA 01033 no later than March 20, 2020. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





THE TOWN OF BARRE (popu- 
lation: 5365; budget: $12million) is 
seeking qualified applicants for Town 
Administrator to serve as chief admin- 
istrative officer of the town. 

The successful candidate will have 
excellent leadership qualities, excep- 
tional oral and written communication 
skills including successful grant-writ- 
ing record, experience with municipal 
finances/budgets, procurement, Mass. 
General Laws, human_ resources/ 
personnel management, and _plan- 
ning. The candidate should be for- 
ward-thinking and innovative, with a 
strong commitment and motivation to 
work collaboratively with town depart- 
ment heads, employees, boards, com- 
mittees, and citizens. 

The Town Administrator plays a cru- 
cial role in the town’s overall planning, 
management, organization, stability, 
and growth. The position works under 
the three-member Board of Selectmen. 
View the job description at www.town- 
ofbarre.com. 

Job requirements include: Bachelor’s 
degree in public administration, busi- 
ness administration, or a related field, 
and five years of related experience 
with a minimum of three years in a 
managerial position. Salary commen- 
surate with experience. 

Please send cover letter, resume, and 
three professional references to tase- 
arch @townofbarre.com, no later than 
April 9, 2020. 


THE TOWN OF LUDLOW is ac- 
cepting applications for temporary, 
seasonal, maintenance positions in 
the Dept. of Public Works. Hours may 
vary from week to week. The rate of 
pay is $12.75 per hour. Applications 
are available between 9:00 am- 4:00 
pm at 198 Sportsmen's Road, Ludlow, 
MA and will be accepted until March 
19, 2020. EOE/AA. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


ZO2Z2O 
TAX, TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


6 Tel: 413-289-0058 
<a> Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 
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IRS Problems? 
=) at -  nd o) (= s-t-j (olal-| Mia l-lale|(- mi ace) am Lo] sm 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER FURNISHED 1 bedroom 
apt., All utilities included, off-street 
parking. No smoking, No pets $225 
weekly. 413-478-6048 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment |<337> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Tatoo) antems Wed, od we) oral mclaceyal 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5590 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 


FAAST PAA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


<2z> 


PROVIDER | 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 


1622 North Main Street i 


Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Federal & All States 


LSA 








Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 
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Kimberly Irizarry hands a 
bag lunch to student Isaiah 
Maloon outside Lawrence 
School on Wednesday, with 
student Jeremiah Cousineau. 


a 


LUN CHE. S, from page 1 


mer months. The lunches are 
prepared in the Holyoke High 
and Kelly School buildings, and 
bused to the other sites. 

“The food changes every 
week, so we have different 
menus available, and they’re 
available to the public online.” 
Taylor said. “The menus are sub- 
ject to change and will still have 
the same order of breakfast and 
lunch components.” 

She also mentioned that the 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich- 
es are all made with sunbutter, 
a sunflower seed alternative, in 
order to accommodate students 
with nut allergies. The lunch on 
Wednesday included a ham and 
cheese sandwich with packaged 
condiments, a packaged muffin, 
assorted fruits and vegetables, 
juice, and a choice of chocolate 
or regular milk. 

Zrike said he expects the 
free program to gain in popular- 
ity. 

“T think the first couple of 
days were seen as vacation, but 
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as the time goes 
on and there are 
more restrictions, 
we’ll see more 
and more peo- 
ple will need this 
resource,” Zrike 
said. “We’re pre- 
pared to do more, 
especially in 
week 2 and 3 of 


the break.” 
He said 
future plans 


may include a mobile service. 
The schools are already deliv- 
ering meals to shelters and to 
some families who are unable 
to make it to the sites. Though 
there are limits to their trans- 
portation resources, Zrike said 
school officials understand fami- 
lies have different needs and they 
want to be able to help as many 
students and families as they can. 
Zrike said parents and students 
have been keeping in contact 
with their teachers and princi- 
pals in the week since schools 
closed, and information about 
their needs gets relayed to the 





Handing out meals 

at Lawrence School 
F on Wednesday 

were, from left, 
| McMahon School 
_ Assistant Principal 

Kate Ritchie, and 

Sodexo Food Lf 
| Services employees 5 
_ Alexandra Ortiz, _ | 
- Jonathan Cavette 

and Kimberly 

lrizarry. 







The breakfast and lunch components 
of Wednesday’s prepared meal from 
Sodexo Food Services. 


administrative team during daily 
conference calls. 

At the Lawrence School site 
on Wednesday, there were dis- 
posable gloves, hand sanitizer 
and sanitary wipes available, and 
everyone was conscious of what 
they touched. Amid a viral out- 
break that spreads by human con- 
tact, schools are making an effort 
to stay sanitary and encourage 
students and families to practice 
good hygiene, as well. 

Families that cannot make 
it to one of the six sites within 
the 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. time- 
frame should contact Jose Bou at 
jbou @hps.holyoke.ma.us or 413- 
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enroll in our plan, you will choose doctors from our large 
network, including many right in your community that you 
may already know and trust. And then, you will recieve all 
the MassHealth Standard benefits you deserve and much 
more — at $0 to you. 


Toll-Free: 855-213-0015 (TTY 711) 
8am-—8pm, / days a week 


FAX: 617-830-0534 
CCASCO.org 


30 Winter Street, Boston MA 02108 
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If you’re 65+ and eligible for MassHealth 
Standard, call now for this free brochure 
about an important health plan option. 


Commonwealth Care Alliance® is dedicated to helping you 
live safely in your own home for as long as possible. Over 
68% of CCA Senior Care Options members actually qualify 
for a nursing home, but continue living independently at 
home with our comprehensive care and support. When you 
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534-2000, ext. 1104, to discuss 
an accommodation. 

Other options also exist for 
families needing help putting 
food on the table. Kate’s Kitchen 
is providing to-go meals in the 
parking lot of 56 Cabot St., 
Holyoke, from noon to 2 p.m. 
on weekdays. Margaret’s Pantry, 
at the same address, is available 
by appointment at 413-536-9109, 
ext. 119. Additionally, coun- 
selors will take calls at Project 
Bread’s Food Source Hotline at 
800-645-8333 from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and 
10a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. 


Keep in touch 

Zrike encouraged students 
and families to stay in touch with 
their teachers and principals not 
only to ensure that their nutrition 
needs are being met, but also to 
keep active educationally during 
the school closure. 

He said students and teach- 
ers are communicating virtual- 
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ly to keep classes supplied with 
enrichment work. 

“We have teachers who are 
videotaping exercise classes, 
we have teachers who are doing 
read-alouds, and various other 
educational services,’ Zrike 
said. “The strongest connection 
is between the individual teach- 
er and family, so we encourage 
everyone to stay in touch with 
their educators.” 

There is also a list of online 
resources at hps.holyoke.ma.us 
that the district’s curriculum 
instruction team assembled to 
keep young minds working. 

Though Zrike initially 
announced that schools would 
close for two weeks, Gov. 
Charlie Baker later issued an 
order closing all districts across 
the state, and gave April 6 as the 
soonest possible date schools 
could reopen. That date may 
be pushed back if state officials 
believe the coronavirus remains a 
threat to public health. 


Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior 
Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a 
Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract 
and a contract with the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts/EOHHS Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in the Plan depends on contract 
renewal to provide benefits for both programs 
to enrollees. CCA complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not 
discriminate based on race, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion, gender, gender identity, sex, 


age, mental or physical disability, health status, 


(TTY 711). 


commonwealth 
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claims experience, medical history, genetic 
information, evidence of insurability or 
geographic location. ATENCION: Si habla 
espanol, tiene a su disposicion servicios 
gratuitos de asistencia linguistica. Llame al 
866-610-2273 (TTY 711). ATENQAO: Se fala 
portugués, encontram-se disponiveis servicos 
linguisticos, gratis. Ligue para 866-610-2273 


